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Welcome 

Han Mitakuyepi! 
 

This brief reflects our ongoing commitment to protect Native rights, advance tribal sovereignty, 

and strengthen our communities through civic engagement and policy change. Each session, 

we track legislation that has an impact on Native communities. From healthcare and education, 

to energy justice and voting access. 
 

North Dakota Native Vote exists to build Native political power. We do this by informing, 

organizing, and mobilizing our communities to ensure that Native voices are heard where 

decisions are made. Our legislative priorities are rooted in lived experiences, guided by values 

of justice, equity, and self-determination. 
 

We carry the strength of our ancestors and the teachings of our nations: the Standing Rock 

Sioux Tribe, Spirit Lake Nation, Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa, and the Mandan, Hidatsa, 

and Arikara Nation. Our identity is our power and it is grounded in sovereignty, language, and 

tradition. As we move through this work, we do so with pride in who we are and a vision for 

future generations that honors where we come from. 
 

It is vital that our Native people are educated and aware of the issues before us today. Civic 

engagement and voting are powerful tools that shape the future of our communities. The 

decisions made in the legislature directly impact our daily lives, and by exercising our voice, 

we can influence how laws and policies are written, passed, and implemented. Through this, 

we not only defend our rights but also create opportunities for growth, equity, and stronger 

futures for generations to come. 
 

In unity, 

Erika Red Tomahawk 

North Dakota Native Vote 

Tribal-State Policy Coordinator 
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Introduction 
 

North Dakota Native Vote (NDNV) was founded in 2018 to combat voter suppression and has 

since grown into a year-round, full-time advocacy organization. NDNV empowers Native 

communities through civic engagement, policy advocacy, and grassroots organizing. Our goal is 

to build Native political power by educating and mobilizing voters, addressing systemic 

inequalities, and advancing policies that support tribal sovereignty, civil rights, food security, 

energy justice, and climate resilience. We work alongside tribal governments, community 

leaders, and allies to ensure Native voices are represented at every level of government. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Executive Summary 
 

The 69th North Dakota Legislative Assembly convened on Tuesday, January 7, 2025, and 

adjourned on Friday, May 2, 2025. The Assembly meets every biennium (two years) for a 

maximum of 80 legislative days. North Dakota’s Legislature is composed of 141 members – 94 

Representatives and 47 Senators – representing 47 legislative districts. Each district is typically 

represented by two Representatives and one Senator. During the 2025 legislative session, a 

total of 1,089 bills and resolutions were introduced, reflecting a wide range of legislative 

priorities across the state. 
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North Dakota’s Tribal Community Legislators 
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Legislative Tracking 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legislative Priorities 
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Education Cont. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Government and Veteran Affairs 
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Government and Veteran Affairs Cont. 
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Judiciary 
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Finance and Taxation 
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Political Subdivisions 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

State and Local Government 
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Transportation 
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Agriculture 
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Legislator Scorecard 

House: Districts 1-16 
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Legislative Scorecard 

House: District 17-32 
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Legislative Scorecard 

House: District 33-47 
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Legislative Scorecard 

Senate: District 1-24 
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Legislative Scorecard 

Senate: District 25-47 
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Data Insights 

When we look at how legislators voted in relation to NDNV’s stance, 

the results show that most legislators fell into the moderate support 

category, showing partial alignment with NDNV’s stance but 

stopping short of consistent, strong backing. This mixed landscape 

was reflected in legislative outcomes: over the session, NDNV 

recorded 18 wins and 14 defeats on bills we supported or opposed. 

These results highlight both our ability to influence key issues and 

the challenges that remain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have clear champions in districts like 9 (94%) and 21 (96%) 

in the House and 11 (90%) and 44 (95%) in the Senate, where 

legislators consistently stood with us.  

At the same time, pockets of low 

support, often in rural districts, show 

where challenges remain. The data 

shows NDNV has built a strong 

foundation, but continued base-building, 

education, and advocacy are needed to 

move moderates into strong allies and 

secure lasting change. 
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